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ment paid Hs. 14 lakhs. For rural areas, the figures are for
total expenses, Rs. 177 lakhs and Rs. 10.8 lakhs for hoys and girls
respectively and for Government contribution Rs. 45 lakhs and
Rs. 4.5 lakhs. The Government is therefore bearing only a fourth
of the expenses for hoys and about two-fifths of that for girls.
In consequence, education in rural areas is restricted mainly to
the {economically classed* middle and upper strata of the popu-
lation. While the worst sufferers in the famine were people in
the lowest level, the Rehabilitation Enquiry has furnished suffi-
cient data to indicate that a fair proportion of people in the mid-
dle layer has been pushed into the lower level, while the people
in the upper level have not also escaped entirely from the - final
effects of the devastation.
Any scheme of educational rehabilitation will therefore have
to meet- the needs of :
A. Children of people who were in the lowest level in the
villages prior to 1943 and who nave been reduced to des-
titution or semi-destitution.
1        R.   Children of persons now in the condition of people in
the lowest level in normal times.
C Children of people in the present middle and upper
layers.
For those in class A, not only is free education essential, but
the children will have to be looked after in other ways. Their
parents will need actual relief until they are able to make a liv-
ing. It should be noted here that the number of such families
increased considerably during 1943. Food as well as clothing and
books will have to be furnished to the children. For children in
class B, free education is the first essential, and also supply of
books, as their purchase has always been a difficulty in the way
of education of children of this economic level. For children in
class C, supply of books and paper etc. at controlled prices is
essential.              .                                      *
Sickness among students is largely the result of loss of
vitality due to lack of food. The wide spread shortage of milk
even in rural areas is a main contributory cause to the delay in
recovery. In a short term planning it is difficult to suggest any
remedy beyond arrangements for medical aid and supply of milk
as sick diet to children actually indisposed and unable to attend
scaoeL In any long term planning of economic rehabilitation